






Cry of the Earth Cry of the Poor Part 4 
Drawing Wisdom from Our Own Wells 

Some More  Theological Foundations 
 
All material things are created in love and are 
 loved in their nature as matter. All creation  
goes through cycles of change across time,  
and nothing escapes entropy or death or 
reenergizing or re-emergence. This is the cycle 
of matter and its transformations. 
. 
The more we recognise this divine presence 
 (in creation) the more we uncover the  
sacramentality of creation.  
The universe is infused with the love of God, 
and we are immersed in a world that continues 
to reveal the presence of the divine Word. The 
psalms rejoice in the divine artisan: “I look upon 
the heavens, made by your fingers, at the moon 
and the stars you set in place (Ps 8: 3)”.  
 
The saints appreciate it in song and prayer.  
St Francis sings, “Praised be You, my Lord,  
through our Sister Mother Earth, who sustains  
and governs us, and who produces varied fruits 
 with coloured flowers and herbs.” 
 

 
 
The liturgy takes up this underlying sacramentality 
in all things as it uses water, wheat, grape, oil, 
music, smell, and touch to transform us into a 
new creation. 

 
 
Within the realm of created things, we humans carry  
a sacramental trace of Christ. Jesus teaches that to  
care for one of the least is to care for him (Mt 25:40).  

“We like the way [Jesus] uses the things  
of nature to teach, and the important 
part nature plays in the Sacraments ... 
We can appreciate also the community 
nature of the Church, because we are 
very conscious of being part of a group 
bound by Religious ties. We are strong 
on ceremony through dance and song 
and painted bodies. Our ceremony 
closely involves groups and group 
participation... So the ceremony of the 
Mass, the ceremony of the Sacraments 
and the ceremony of the liturgy should 
find a ready response in us, provided it 
is made meaningful, based on a theology that is 
tuned to the Aboriginal mind.”  

Deacon Boniface Perdjert 
 

 
Artist : Greg Weatherby 

 
 
....we are invited into ongoing conversion to transform 
our outlook and actions to be in accord with the loving 
presence of God at the heart of all reality, to be 
attentive to the beauty in all things, to recognise 
Christ in the stranger, and to hear and respond to the 
cry of the earth. 

 
Adapted from  the  2021-22 Social Justice Statement ACBC Cry of the Earth Cry of the Poor 





Cry of the Earth Cry of the Poor Part 6 
Listening to and learning from the world 

The Second Vatican Council understood that, as 

well as teaching, the Church must continue to 

listen to and learn from the world. 
 

The physical and biological sciences are obviously 

important in understanding the ecological crisis,  

and the fields of economics, policy, and sociology 

can also help us to understand the dynamics at 

play. 
 

We stand with Pope Francis in acknowledging that 

 “a very solid scientific consensus indicates 

that we are presently witnessing a disturbing 

warming of the climatic system” 
 

 
 

While there are also other factors contributing to 

climate change, we have a particular responsibility 

to address those related to human activity. 
 Pope Francis Laudato Si 2015 
 

 
 

A key reason why Australia has fared so well in 

responding to COVID-19 is that Australian 

governments have based their responses on 

 scientific advice. 

 

 

We also need to trust the science to respond 

successfully to the ecological crisis. Professor John 

Shine, President, of the Australian Academy of 

Science explains: 
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While political parties have found themselves 

stalemated in debates on energy policy, financial 

institutions, investors and businesses have been 

reducing their involvement in carbon-based 

activities. They want to avoid ‘stranded assets’ 

and non-performing investments. 
Divestment from Fossil Fuels The Financial case 2018 
 
Pope Francis is calling us to prepare positively for 

a better future by listening especially to those 

most affected – the earth, the poor and the 

young. In Fratelli Tutti he spells out his approach 

of encounter, dialogue and listening with an open 

heart. Fratelli Tutti 2020 Chapters 6-7 
 

 



Cry of the Earth Cry of the Poor Part 7 
A Call to Care for Country 

 
 
When it comes to human knowledge of the lands and waters 
now known as Australia, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples are our first teachers.  
We need to learn how to listen more attentively to them. The 
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholic Council 
notes that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples see 
themselves as inextricably connected to country in Australia 
and its waters. They say: 
 

“This connection to country and all of God’s creation 

reveals our Spirituality as people and our ancestors, 

a home we have looked after with special regard for 

millennia. 

It is time that all Australians, particularly those 

following in the footsteps of Christ, recognise that 

God’s creation, our wonderful home here on earth, 

needs to be loved, looked after and kept, not 

degraded or abused. We have long felt the ‘cry of 

the earth’ following the arrival of Europeans and 

others who do not always share our deep regard for 

our country. This hurts us to the core of our very 

being. 

To enable us to participate more fully in discussions 

around the care for our country and to share our 

knowledge, we need a seat at the table and an 

opportunity to communicate in our own language. 

We notice, and have noticed, the changes in our 

environment through the behaviours of certain 

animals and the changes in our landscapes. 

 

Some are obvious – like the loss of our homes to 

rising sea levels in the Torres Strait - but some are 

more subtle, like the changes in our seasons. We 

want to help save our Earth. We invite the Catholic 

Church to stand in solidarity with us on caring for 

our country at its Plenary Council - to begin to walk 

with us so that Care for Our Country is part of who 

we all are with God. Our future generations are 

crying out to the world for justice in this area. 
(correspondence from the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Catholic Council) 

 
Green left 

“It is essential to show special care 

for indigenous communities and their 

cultural traditions. For them, land is not 

a commodity but a gift from God and 

from their ancestors who rest there, a 

sacred space with which they need to 

interact if they are to maintain their 

identity and values.” Francis, Laudato Si’ n 146 
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From Social Justice Statement 2021-2022 



Cry of the Earth Cry of the Poor Part 8 
The conversation on Caring for Creation Continues 

The call to care for creation goes to the heart of what it means to be 
human before God and in the world. It requires a profound conversion 
expressed in new ways of living, both personally and collectively. What 

seeds of change can we water today? 
 

The Dynamics of Ecological 
Conversion 

Pope Francis invites us to conversion saying: “many 
things have to change course, but it is we human beings 
above all who need to change.” 
The state of our common home calls us to a “profound 
interior conversion… whereby the effects of [our] 
encounter with Jesus Christ become evident in [our] 
relationship with the world around [us]”. .  Francis Laudato Si 
2015.  
It is not just a matter of awareness or changing our 
minds, but a shift at the level of the heart and will that 
results in changed action 
 
Such an ecological conversion calls us to a renewed way 
of understanding the cosmos and humanity – a new 
vision of what it is to be a human being before God and 
in the world “The Spirituality of Laudato Si  S. Cornish 
 It calls us to a new spirituality, or way of understanding 
and expressing our relationship with the Divine in our 
lives. 
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To bring about lasting change, it must also be a 
“community conversion”. We are being called to a new 
way of thinking, feeling, understanding, and living. 
 
From Social Justice Statement 2021-2022 

Economic Conversion and the 
‘Economy of Francesco’ 

By calling us to a humbler, more sustainable way of living, our 
ecological conversion entails an economic conversion.5 Pope 
Francis advocates a: 

“… circular model of production capable of 

preserving resources for present and future 

generations, while limiting as much as possible 

the use of non-renewable resources, moderating 

their consumption, maximising their efficient 

use, reusing and recycling them”.5Pope Francis Laudato Si 

 

 
 

The Laudato Si’ Action Platform 
The Platform invites people and organisations  
to embark on a seven-year journey 
towards seven Laudato Si’ Goals. The Goals are: 

1. Responding to the cry of the earth 

2. Responding to the cry of the poor 

3. Ecological economics 

4. Adopting simple lifestyles 

5. Ecological education 

6. Ecological spirituality 

7. Community involvement and participatory action. 
Families, parishes, dioceses, schools, universities and colleges, 
hospitals and healthcare organisations, businesses and farms, 
and religious orders from all over the world are all invited to 
join the journey. 


