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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

WORKING FOR  
GOD’S KINGDOM

There is a consistency between the Old 
Testament reading and the Gospel of 
today in that they speak of the qualities 
that should mark the life of faith in the 
face of difficulty – integrity, humility, 
truthfulness, and steadfastness. There is 
a call to hope that despite the presence 
of obstacles, misunderstanding, and 
sometimes rejection, God still has the 
power to intervene in our world. For the 
people in exile, it was no easy matter 
to continue to believe that God would 
intervene to re-establish the faithful in 
their own land. Would it have been any 
easier for the people of Jesus’ time to 
hear the words of the beatitudes that 
proclaimed comfort for mourners, or a 
sumptuous banquet for those who were 
starving? There is a fundamental challenge 
that underlies both these readings: do we 
really believe that God’s kingdom can be 
established in our midst? Secondly, are we 
prepared to work to bring that kingdom 
into reality?
While the Christians of Corinth felt they 
were living in that reality Paul knew that 
while there was division the process of 
conversion still had a long way to go. 
Paul was convinced that there is no place 
for competition or envy. He had already 
used the example of Jesus’ humble death 
to show them that jealousy is misplaced 
in the Christian community since Jesus 
displayed his power in humble service. He 
now goes one step further reminding the 
Corinthians that their own humble origin 
is a sign that God’s call is best received 
with humble gratitude.
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BLESSED ARE YOU. The Beatitudes are among the best known verses of the Gospel 
of Matthew. They offer an assurance of God’s care for those who mourn or suffer 
persecution. They contain promises that God will bless the merciful, the pure of heart, 
the peacemakers and those who work for justice. Ultimately, all who put their trust in 
God and do what is right will rejoice in God’s kingdom.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON Ps 105: 47

Save us, O Lord our God! And gather 
us from the nations, to give thanks to 
your holy name, and make it our glory to 
praise you.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of heart: 
Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
P. You are seated at the right hand of the 
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive 
us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
R. Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / 
We praise you, / we bless you, / we 
adore you, / we glorify you, / we give 
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord 
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty 
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten 
Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father, / you take away the sins of 
the world, / have mercy on us; / you take 
away the sins of the world, / receive our 
prayer; / you are seated at the right hand 
of the Father, / have mercy on us. / For 
you alone are the Holy One, / you alone 
are the Lord, / you alone are the Most 
High, / Jesus Christ, / with the Holy 
Spirit, / in the glory of God the Father. / 
Amen.

COLLECT
P. Grant us, Lord our God, that we may 
honour you with all our mind, and love 
everyone in truth of heart. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING Zeph 2: 3; 3: 12-13

A reading from the prophet Zephaniah
In your midst I will leave a humble and a lowly 
people.

Seek the Lord
all you, the humble of the earth,
who obey his commands.
Seek integrity, seek humility: 
you may perhaps find shelter
on the day of the anger of the Lord.
In your midst I will leave
a humble and lowly people,
and those who are left in Israel will seek 

refuge in the name of the Lord.
They will do no wrong,
will tell no lies;
and the perjured tongue will no longer
be found in their mouths.
But they will be able to graze and rest
with no one to disturb them.
 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 145: 7-10

R. Happy the poor in spirit; the kingdom 
of heaven is theirs! (or Alleluia!)

1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, / 
who is just to those who are oppressed. / It is 
he who gives bread to the hungry, / the Lord, 
who sets prisoners free.   R.
2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the 
blind, / who raises up those who are bowed 
down, / the Lord, who protects the stranger / 
and upholds the widow and orphan.   R.
3. It is the Lord who loves the just / but 
thwarts the path of the wicked. / The Lord 
will reign for ever, / Zion’s God, from age to 
age.   R.

SECOND READING 1 Cor 1: 26-31

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to 
the Corinthians
God has chosen what is weak by human reckoning.

Take yourselves, brothers, at the time when 
you were called: how many of you were 
wise in the ordinary sense of the word, how 
many were influential people, or came from 
noble families? No, it was to shame the wise 
that God chose what is foolish by human 
reckoning, and to shame what is strong that 
he chose what is weak by human reckoning; 
those whom the world thinks common and 
contemptible are the ones that God has 
chosen – those who are nothing at all to show 
up those who are everything. The human race 
has nothing to boast about to God, but you, 
God has made members of Christ Jesus and 
by God’s doing he has become our wisdom, 
and our virtue, and our holiness, and our 
freedom. As scripture says: if anyone wants to 
boast, let him boast about the Lord.

 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 5: 12 

Alleluia, alleluia!
Rejoice and be glad: 
your reward will be great in heaven.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mt 5:1-12

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Matthew.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
Happy are the poor in spirit.

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill. 
There he sat down and was joined by his 
disciples. Then he began to speak. This is 
what he taught them: 

 ‘How happy are the poor in spirit;
 theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
 Happy the gentle: 
 they shall have the earth for their heritage.
 Happy those who mourn: 
 they shall be comforted.
 Happy those who hunger and thirst for 

what is right: 
 they shall be satisfied.
 Happy the merciful: 
 they shall have mercy shown them.
 Happy the pure in heart: 
 they shall see God.
 Happy the peacemakers: 
 they shall be called sons of God.
 Happy those who are persecuted in the 

cause of right: 
 theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

‘Happy are you when people abuse you and 
persecute you and speak all kinds of calumny 
against you on my account. Rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.’

 The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; / from there he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 
holy catholic Church, / the communion 
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 
the resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. O Lord, we bring to your altar these 
offerings of our service:  be pleased to receive 
them, we pray, and transform them into 
the Sacrament of our redemption. Through 
Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE SUNDAYS 
IN ORDINARY TIME
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.

All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection  
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .

P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON cf. Ps 30: 17-18

Let your face shine on your servant.

Save me in your merciful love.

O Lord, let me never be put to shame,  
for I call on you.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. Nourished by these redeeming gifts, 
we pray, O Lord, that through this help 
to eternal salvation true faith may ever 
increase. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go in peace.
R. Thanks be to God.
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